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Madness Arrives at WSC 


Student leaders gather 
to learn and for Wam 


Sam Sam 
By John Brown III 


EDITOR IN CHIEF 


Suddenly at LOAM the campus at 
Worcester State College came to life. Many 
students remained on campus but there was 
now amore vigorous step being taken. Midyear 


Madness had arrived. 
Student leaders from many student 
organizations, and members of student 
government had arrived to take place in this 
annual weekend on campus. The weekend was 
put together as a way to help student 
organizations come up with some new ideas 
on how to recruit, maintain and give new life 
to the organizations for which they are 
members. Guest speakers, seminars, games 
and food are the way this weekend works out. 
The weekend prior to classes 
beginning for Spring ‘01, the fifth annual 
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Alumni Weekend! Come cheer on both the Men’s and Womens Basketball 


teams January 27 as they take on the Vikings from Salem State. Women’s game begins at 
2pm, Men’s game at 4pm. Go Lancers! 
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Midyear Madness was held for student leaders. 
There were 30 or so students ranging from the 
Senate President, to members of the Student 
Senate, ISU, Newman, and RHPC. The 
students were brought together to learn about 
ways to become better leaders, not only for 
their respective club or organization but in the 
future working world as well. 

The weekend started Friday night 
(January 12) with pizza and salad for all those 
attending. Different colored folders were 
handed to each participant as he/she registered. 
Each folder also had a type of insect on it. The 
color of the folder you received and your insect 
established the group one would be joining. 

Once dinner was finished, the fun 
began. Paul Joseph gave a briefing on the rules 
applied to all resident students. Tim Sullivan 
made his own remarks as to what the program 
entailed. 

To get everyone more comfortable 
icebreakers were the name of game. “Wham 
Sam Sam’, “animal name game”, and “guess 
who you are ,” led all to learn more about those 
around them. Friday evening ended with a few 
students venturing to the Voice office for a few 
games of Nintendo Supertecmo Bowl. 

Saturday morning began with an early 
breakfast. Then Adrian Haugabrook, of Umass/ 
Boston, summoned the entire group to the Blue 
Lounge for a presentation. Adrian brought to 
light the difficulties which every student leader 
faces, both keeping people involved and 
making sure everyone in a group works 
together to achieve a certain goal. 

He turned everyone into artists for a 
bit, and those attending split into groups and 
designed artwork depicting the challenges and 
goals for those attending college. When all was 
said and done, Adrian had given students a new 
perspective on their own college experience. 


more MADDNESS on page 3 


Call to action for 
ROR 


Volce succeeds with 
campus Bookdrive 


By Jackie Donovan 
STUDENT VOICE STAFF 


Thank you to all those students, 
faculty, and staff members who donated 
books to the Children’s Book Drive spon- 
sored by The Student Voice December 4 
through 15. Books from Dr. Seuss to Mother 
Goose were collected and donated to the 
“Reach Out and Read” program at UMass 
Memorial Health Care in Worcester. An 
overwhelming number of people in the 
Worcester State College Community gave 
time, effort, and much thought to the books 
they chose for these children. 

For those unaware of what the 
“Reach Out and Read” Program is, it was 
developed at Boston City Hospital in 1989 
by pediatricians and early childhood educa- 
tors. “Reach Out and Read” (ROR) seeks to 


change the culture of pediatrics by making 
literacy a standard part of pediatric care. 
Through the generous support of founda- 
tions, corporations, and individuals, the ROR 
National Center based at Boston Medical 
Center provides start-up grants, training, and 
technical assistance to new programs 
throughout the country. 

To show both parents and children 
the pleasures and techniques of looking at 
books, volunteer readers in the clinic waiting 
room read aloud to children as they wait for 
their appointments. The development of the 
program was fostered by the Department of 
Pediatrics at Boston Medical Center, where 
providers and staff seek innovative solutions 
to the health and development issues facing 
children and families in the most challenging 
of environments. 

Trained members teach parents the 
importance of reading with young children, 
offering tips for individual age groups and 
encouragement ideas. The doctor gives the 
child a new developmentally and culturally 


appropriate children’s book to take home and 
keep at every check-up from six months to 
five years of age. 

The book drive collected new and 
gently used books in a variety of “key” areas 
around campus. Some areas included the 
Student Center, Dowden Hall, Chandler 
Village Laundry, the Sullivan Building, the 
Administration Building, the Center for 
Science and Technology Building, the Gym 
Building, and the Learning Resource Center. 

The Student Voice was well aware 
that many organizations spent the past 
semester looking for contributions for a 
variety of worthy causes, and we feared that 
many would feel overwhelmed and pres- 
sured to give. Therefore we were not 
expecting much of an offering to give to the 
hospital. What we got was a stunning 
reaction from the campus. Students searched 
homes and dorms, old library collections and 
book store clearance racks and managed to 
emerge with a donation of over three 
hundred and fifty books. 

Sharon Lindgren, the Literary 
Coordinator at UMass Memorial, accepted 
the donations and offers a thank you to the 
Worcester State Community. She says, 
“Thank you so much for donating books for 
our Reach Out and Read Program. We have 
ten clinics that participate in it and all of 
your efforts will benefit many children in the 
Worcester Community! Thanks again.” 
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Voice is serviced for national advertising by Cass 
Communications and is listed in Oxbridge 
Communication, Inc’s Directory of the College 
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with a name and means to contact the author. Any 
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before the executive board. In the event of a tie the 
Editor-in-Chief has final decision. Letters run at the 
discretion of the Editor-In-Chief and are subject to 
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The Student Voice and its publisher from any claims 
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occurred. Error notification should be made 
immediately. Publisher reserves the right to revise 
or restrict any advertisements. 


Danielle Williamson 


Last semester, I knew that even if I scored 100 on one of my 
final exams, I could not get more than an A- for a final grade (class 
participation points included.) 

Much to my delight, I got an A in that class. Either I had 
miscalculated my grade before the exam, or the professor boosted my 
grade to one that I didn’t fully deserve. 

I accepted my A, of course. There was no way I was going 
to argue for a lower grade; I’m not that morally righteous. 

However, I felt a lot better about my other A’s...the ones that 
I really earned. 

Many students have become so grade-obsessed that they no 
longer know what grades mean. Is an A the result of thorough, high- 
quality, hard work, or the result of a professor thinking you’re a nice 
kid? Is an A something you get for showing up to class and handing 
in all your work on time, or is it something more, something requir- 
ing more effort? 

Some students obsess over their grades. These are the 
individuals who compute their averages after every test, and know 
exactly how they need to perform on the final exam to get an Aina 
class. These are the people that may be seen groveling to a professor 
for the extra couple of points that will raise their grade to a satisfac- 
tory level. 

You know the people I’m talking about. Maybe you’re even 
one of them. 

The obsession begins as early as elementary school, where 
students are often rewarded for “outstanding scholarship”. My alma 
mater, May Street School, regularly held assemblies to distribute 
trophies. It was a real “feel good about yourself” affair, with the 
unwritten rule being that each student received at least one award 
before they were promoted to junior high. 

In high school, college-bound students compete to gain an 
edge over classmates in the college pool. Teachers are helpful, often 
raising a likeable student’s grade with the understanding that higher 
grades better chances of getting into one’s school of choice. 

Elementary and secondary schools fuel grade obsession. By 
the time students reach college, the fire is too strong to be put out. It 
overwhelms students and teachers alike. 

I am somewhat grade-obsessed. In the fourth grade, crying 
and cuteness sent me to the citywide project’s fair. My sophomore 
year Latin teacher raised my grade a couple points so 1 could make 
high honors. 

No matter what high grades mean to us, they are something 
that we continuously try to achieve. We want to make Dean’s List. 
We want to be in honor societies, and acknowledged for high, 
scholastic achievement. Many of us seek professors who will help us 
reach these goals, not caring how the goals are reached, as long as 
they are achieved. 

This grade obsession, combined with schools’ need for 
student retention and revenue, has led to grade inflation, a trend that 
is diminishing the quality of the American school system. 

Lots of us have been handed A’s ona platter to satisfy our 
hunger for them. Teachers and professors have different methods of 
making A’s easier to obtain. They may scale grades in such a way 
that the “A students” never actually received higher than a B- on an 
exam. Or, instructors can simply demand little work of their students, 
automatically lowering the standards for which an A may be 
achieved. 

The more A’s a school hands out, the less valid they are. 
Ideally, A’s should reflect the highest quality work available. An A at 
Worcester State should signify the same quality of work as an A at 
any other institution. Then again, it’s hard to determine how much 
work goes into a class at any college, because grade obsession and 
inflation is so widespread. 

Worcester State College has been raising its standards in 
recent years. Anyone familiar with the history of the college knows 
that it has come a long way. To continue this upward growth, 
administration and staff must be sure to react to the students’ ability, 
not to their demands. 


Contact information 
If you have a story idea or are interested in becoming a 
member of The Student Voice staff, please feel free to call 
us on-campus at x8589 or off-campus at 754-2313. If you would 
like to submit an article, poem, letter to the editor, or other 
work, please email us at thevoicewsc@hotmail.com. 
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One seminar that was found 
particularly, entertaining, was _ the 
“Communication Breakdown”, presented by 
Amy Hudon and Tiffany Dutkiewicz. 

The students sat around a table and a 
story was whispered into the ear of one person. 
The story was passed down the line to see how 
much it would change once it reached the last 
person in the line. 

The next exercise was one of trust. 
Students were paired off and seated back to 
back. One student was given a picture while 
the other was given a piece of paper and a 
pencil. The two had to communicate with each 
other to get the picture drawn without the 
person with paper and pencil ever seeing it. 

To top off the weekend, ghost stories 
were told in the North South Auditorium. Adam 
Ingano, an eighth grade U.S. History teacher 
in Leominster, presented real life ghost stories. 
The room was dimly lit and Adam began to 
speak of paranormal activity in the area. He 
told of the Spider Gates story, which according 
to the local legend is somewhere on Airport 


hill. Legend has it that no one has 
successfully passed through all of the gates. 

When he completed his story 
telling, Adam asked if anyone had ever 
experienced anything that would be 
considered paranormal. Some students 
shared their stories. 

Towards the end of his presentation, 
Adam took a few photos, which he informed 
the group if anything strange appeared in the 
photos, that they would be posted on his 
website. 

It is rumored that he currently dates 
an employee here on Campus, those who 
know her, now know why she seems so 
strange (For those who read only what they 
want, this comment is tongue in cheek). 

Allin all, the student leaders should 
thank Jen Robbins and Jen Lavallee, for 
putting this weekend together. Tim Sullivan, 
Melinda Wicks-Doherty, Jen Minko, Kate 
Donahue, and Paul Joseph did a great job 


helping out. 


The Real New Millennium 


This New Year’s eve, I went to 
Montreal. Reveling and debauchery were 
plentiful, as was defilement 
of the body and sexual 
promiscuity. 

».” _ However, there was 
no fanfare. No fear that the 
world would end. No cult 
leaders, no mass suicide 
attempts. It was almost 
boring. Why did all that happen last year? This 
was the turn of the millennium. 

As all of you most certainly know, we 
count down to zero and up from one. The year 
2000, for all its amazing oddity, was not the 
start of a new millennium, but just the ending 
of an old one. 

The year 0 ended the first millennium 
BCE. The year 1 CE started the first 
millennium. Even last year, it seemed obvious 
that people would realize this. But I guess no 
one bothered to think it through. 

Is it our need to have things 


COMMENTARY 


immediately which caused us to skip the 
celebration that normally would go along with 
something as momentous as a 
new millennium? People 
seemed to enjoy last year to its 
utmost, why was this not hyped 
up? 

Without even thinking about 
it, we have soiled the tradition 
of celebrating the beginning 
rather than the end. At the very least, we didn’t 
have to worry about the Y2K+1 bug this year. 

Other than that, this was a let down. 
If we’re going to party like it’s 1999 for no 
reason, and flub a massive cause for 
celebration, then let’s go absolutely nuts every 
New Year’s. 

At least then, we’d forget what year 
it was anyway. 

It was once said: “No one ever lost 
money underestimating the intelligence of the 
American people.” Our celebration of the 
millennium portrays that perfectly. 


LANCEK SPORTS SCHEDVLE 


Men’s Basketball 
Sat. 
Tues. 


Sat: 


Women’s Basketball 


Thurs. Jan. 25 @ Eastern Conn. State University 
Jan. 27 Salem State College- Alumni Day 
Jan. 30 @ Fitchburg State College 
Feb. 3 Westfield State College 


Sat. 
Tues. 
Sat. 


Ice Hockey 


Jan. 23 Tufts University 
Jan. 27 @ Curry College 
Feb. 3 St. Michael’s 


Tues. 
Sat. 
Sat. 


Men’s & Women’s Indoor Track 


Sat. 
Sun. 
Sat. 
Sats 


Jan. 27 Salem State College 
Jan. 30 @ Fitchburg State College 
Feb. 3 Westfield State College 


Jan. 27 @ BU Terrier Classic 

Jan. 28 @ BU Terrier Classic and/or 

Jan. 27 @ Northeastern “Huskey” Invitational 
Feb. 3 @ Wheaton Invitational 


4:00 p.m. 
8:00 p.m. 
4:00 p.m. 


7:00 p.m. 
2:00 p.m. 
6:00 p.m. 
2:00 p.m. 


Wait til You 
Hear This 


By Devan Campbell 


Voice Staff 


Well its January and we are all back in 
the barren, ice cold, brick town of 
Worcester State. Along with the weather a 
few other things have changed. 

We have a brand new police chief 
to confiscate our alcohol and drug 
paraphernalia, Chief Rosemary Naughton 
will undoubtedly bring a much anticipated, 
and long overdue, fresh perspective to 
issues concerning the campus. Perhaps with 
a new leadership the campus police will be 
able to inform the RAs of the students civil 
rights. 

WSCW, our radio station, is in the 
process of moving to the second floor of 

the student center in an effort to get better 
reception. Hopefully, we will now be able to 
listen without fear of static. Of course, all of 
the campus is directly wired to the radio 
station itself. 

Several important student service offices 
have also moved. Caroline Chiccarelli, the 
Dean of Freshman Studies, Dennis 
Lindblom, Coordinator of disability services, 
and all peer advisors have been sent to a re- 
education camp in S$112A. 

A new varsity sport is now being 
offered by the athletic department. Finally 
after decades of breathless anticipation, we 
have WOMEN’S LACROSSE! For all those 
interested in playing, call the athletic 
department at 929-8034 for info. 

Then there is the one thing this place has 
been missing...a dance club. Tania Scott is 
responsible for putting together this 
wonderful idea. Pease sign up. For more info 
call extension- # 9125. 


Sponsored by 
SEC 


Date: January 24" 
Time: 10:00 to 2:00 © 
Place: Exhibit Area 
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issues, 
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Tubing assadors Snow 


10am from SC 
January 28 


Sunday Might i 
Sop Gon 2 Rec. Event 


ae Finate 
day 


NT, 
2pm, Syn ight Rec, Event 


March 2 — 4and 8 — to 
Spring Break 


March 16 

Eree Food Friday 

Movie,‘Pay 1t Forward 

9pm, @ OLP 

Sponsored by SEC/RHIPC 

March 18 

Free Movie, **Pay it 

Forward’? 

2pm, OH Lounge 

Sponsored by SEC/RHPC 
Sunday Night Rec. Event 

8-10pm, Gym 

March 23.: 

Freshmen Class 

Fashion Show 

TBA 

March 25 

Sunday Night Rec. Event 

8-10pm, Gym 

March 20 

Free Food Friday 

Movie, ‘What Women Want” 

9pm, OLP 

Sponsored by SEC/RHPC 

SEC Concert (Tentative) 


April t 

Free Movie, 

“What Women Want’’ 
9pm, @ DH Lounge 

Sponsored by SEC/RHPC 
Sunday Night Rec. Event 
7-9pm, Football Field 

April 6 

Free Food Friday 

Ipm, @ OLP 


‘Pool Tournament 


April 20 
Free Food Friday 
@ Fpm 
April 2t 
RHPC Van Trip 
TBA 
Campus Ambassadors 
BBQ 
foam, @ SC 
Aprit 2t 
Semi-formal 
Tpm, @ Holiday inn 
April 22 
Sunday Night 
Rec. Event 
7-9 pm, Football Field 


(Tentative) 


sponsored 
Ber 


April 29 


Event 
May 4 


aX ii 27 
Free Food Friday, 


Movie “Proof of Life” 
9pm, @ DH Lounge 


May 5 


Pyt - Mag 


SEC Live All Day 
TWA Concert 


swing Band 


forming Rees Series 


Free Movie, 
<Proof of Life”” 
9pm, @ DH Lounge 


Sunday Night Rec- 


7-9pm, Football Field 


April 6 

TWA Party 

(Tentative) 

Dept. of Visual & 
Performing Arts/Spring 
Production 

@ Admin. Theater, Time TBA 


April 7 
TWA Stomp Show 


RHPC Scavenger Hunt 


Dept. of Visual & 
Performing Arts/Spring 
Production 

@ Admin. Theater, Time TBA 


Aprils 

Dept. of Visual & 
Performing Arts/Spring 
Production 

@ Admin. Theater, Time TBA 


Sunday Night Rec. Event 
7-9pm, Football Field 


Apri 13 

CAB Children’s Day 
Free Food Friday 
Movie “Family Man’” 

9pm, @ OLP 

Sponsored by SEC/RHPC 
April 14 

TWA Hip Hop Show 
Sullivan Aud., Time TBA 


April 15 
Sunday Might Rec. Event 
7-9pm, Footbal! Field 


Free Movie, **‘Family Mamn’’ 
9pm, @ DH Lounge 
Sponsored by SEC/RHPC 


May 6 
Sunday Night 
Rec. Event 

7-9pm, Football Field 


May 11-13 
Finals 


May 18 


ior Night 
oe Day Countdown Party 
with Travelin Max, food, ake 
cash bar & more! Must be 
d with 'D- 
pays Snack Bor Area of SC 


May !'9 
Commencement 
100m 


All Org. Banquet 
6pm, location TBA 


RHPC Recess 
12pm, Quad 
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word Crossword Puzzle 


Polio curer 

Novelist Wiesel 
Small rabbit 

Former A’s pitcher McGraw 
Columbian capital 
Run rampant 

Bovine 
Received without meeting require- 
ments 

9. Son of Abraham 

10. Doctor’s aide 

11. ___ out to center 

12. Sign of agreement 
14. Asingle 

22. Boat stick 

24. Type of fish 

25. Part of an act 

26. Identical sibling 

27. God of War (Roman) 
28. Toward shelter 

29. Mix 

32. Either 

33. Beast of burden 

34. Verdi opera 

35. Fasten 

36. Cupid (Greek) 

38. Atmospheric gas 

39. Lawyer (abbr.) 


G0 ond SON see ane 


42.12 pm 
ACROSS 43. Offensive 
25 Lath 47. Nostalgia 45. Coral formations 
|. Group 26. Followed with a pen UB tan 46. Almond 
5. Austrian composer 47. Eye make-up 51. Gambler’s haven 47. New Zealander 
‘ see 30. Battle between countries a ner oe He Hae aN 
3. Audibly 2 d : . Melissa’s nickname 
15. Melville novel e iter 56. Plenty 51. Cherrystone 
i E oe 37. Horse controller a me eh ae aha 
. Dialect : . Arrive 
18. Dress He ee er 61. God of War (Greek) 54. On the ocean 
19. Operatic song Aqe Ponce 62. Nietzsche’s Beyond Goodand_____—_—_‘55, Occidental 
20. Map legend As. News mediim y : ee roofs 58a che no idea.” 
21. Regard 44. Baseball great Mel ___ : y 60. Long time 


65. Capone catcher Elliot 
66. Clean 


Meeondne GYGOVS 
COGESES 


January 26th 
Snow Tubing @ Ward Hill in Shrewsbury, 6:00 to 8:00 


$2.00 at info desk (save $10), transportation provided 


23. Irish playwright 45. Not minerals or vegetables 


February 5th-9th 
Winter Week 


Events include: Teepee making, crafts, Native American lecture, Air Volleyball w/ 
WAAEF spinning. Velcro Obstacle course, Casino night, Antique photos, Caricatures, 
Chili cook-off, Capture the Golden Nugget, and a Dance. 

Class competitions all week. 


